
Laurens Academy Covid Prevention Protocols for 2020-21 

 

(1) Temperature Checks: 

LA will conduct temperature checks and health screenings for students, faculty and staff as they 

arrive to school daily. We would encourage parents to check temperatures at home before 

school and after school. Students that participate in sports will also have temperature checks 

prior to participating in practice and/or games. After school students will also be checked prior to 

entering the after school room. Visiting parents and guests will be restricted to the main office. If 

it becomes necessary to have visitor to go beyond the main office, they, too, will be screened. 

For now, parents will not be allowed to visit classrooms nor eat lunch with a student. 

 

(2) Social Distancing: 

Students, teachers and other staff will strive to maintain social distancing throughout the school 

day. We will align and configure desks strategically. Hallways will be marked with lanes to 

maintain spacing. Bathroom breaks will be staggered. Entrances will be monitored to prevent 

overcrowding. Water fountains will not be available for use; therefore, personal water bottles are 

encouraged. We will limit any gatherings of large groups if social distancing is not available. 

There will be no scheduled field trips until further notice. 

Elementary students will remain with their class throughout the day. Middle school and high 

school students will continue to change classes. 

 

(3) Face Coverings: 

(Grades 3-12) Face coverings for students, faculty and staff are optional in the classroom, 

unless the teacher deems necessary for a science lab, art project, paired reading, etc. Also, the 

administration reserves the right to ask students to wear face coverings in class if a class size 

prevents proper social distancing. Face coverings are mandatory when traveling in the halls, 

in/out school, etc. If a teacher so chooses, a face shield will be provided at his/her request or 

he/she may provide a face covering of their choice. Students should bring a face covering of 

their choice. We will also have disposable masks available for students if they were to forget a 

mask one day and need one. 

(Grades K-2) Face coverings are optional at all times. These classes will be isolated from upper 

grades. They will only spend time with their class (pod or school family). 

 

(4) Lunch  

We will use the gym, classrooms, outdoor picnic tables; along with the cafeteria itself to help 

with distancing at lunch. 

 

(5) Sanitizing / Cleaning: 

Cintas (a sanitizing service) sanitized all buildings and areas. This is a one time service. We will 

also be using their certified cleaning and sanitizing products throughout the year. Custodians 

will be using those products on a day-to-day basis as they clean and sanitize. We will be 

utilizing a professional cleaning service as well as some parent cleaners. Hallway areas will be 

sprayed with sanitizer at least one time throughout the day utilizing a Electrostatic Sprayer. 

Desks and computers will be sanitized by teachers between occupants/classes. Hand sanitizer 



will be provided in all classrooms and throughout all facilities. Restroom soap dispensers will be 

checked and filled regularly. 

 

(6) Quarantine/exposure: 

Exposure to COVID-19 may result in students and staff being isolated away from school. 

Parents and employees are required to monitor themselves and their children for COVID-19 

symptoms. Students and staff should be excluded from school if they have: 

Any one (1) of the following: 

◦ Fever (100+) 

◦ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

◦ Loss of taste or smell 

◦ New or worsening cough 

OR 

Any two (2) of the following: 

◦ Sore throat 

◦ Muscle or body aches 

◦ Chills 

◦ Fatigue 

◦ Headache 

◦ Congestion or runny nose 

◦ Diarrhea 

◦ Nausea or vomiting 

 

If a student or staff member tests positive for Covid or has symptoms, they may not return to 

school until the following criteria has been met: 

* Ten (10) days have passed since symptoms started - and - 

* Three (3) days (72 hours) have passed since last fever without taking 

medicine to reduce fever -and - 

* Overall improvement in symptoms 

**** A negative Covid test is not required if you have quarantined the appropriate amount of time 

and are better. 

 

Those who test positive, but do not have symptoms will be required to stay out from school for 

ten (10) days. If a person shows symptoms and before taking a Covid test, will be treated as if 

he/she has Covid. A student will also be excluded from sporting events if they have symptoms 

and/or pending results of a Covid test. A person may return to school without being quarantined 

if a doctor diagnoses it as something other than Covid (get a doctor statement)or the person 

receives a negative Covid test. 

Siblings or staff members that live with a person that tested positive or shows symptoms will 

also be required to quarantine and must meet the same protocol for returning to school. Also, if 

a person has been exposed to anyone with Covid, he/she should treat him/herself as if they 

have Covid. Please stay home and notify the school if your child or family member has Covid or 

has been exposed to it. Please be mindful of this if your child rides to school with other people. 



Your child may be required to quarantine if they have been in close contact with someone in a 

car pool situation. 


